
 

October 23, 2015 

 

Four Digits Which Will Revolutionize Construction! 

As Alan and I were going through old archive boxes, we ran across a press release from 1975 

containing two bold predictions:  “Four Digits Which Will Revolutionize Construction” and “New 

Standard … Will Conserve Huge Amount of Fuel”. The one about conserving a Huge amount of 

fuel” was especially engaging and entertaining.  These documents were in a file folder labeled 

“ASHRAE Standard 90-75 Seminar”. 

A little research tells me that development of Standard 90 came after the 1973 oil embargo.  

Gas prices going up almost 50% in one year and stations rationing fuel certainly turned people’s 

attention toward energy production, but then also to consumption and conservation.  This 

focus prompted a lot of change in the country.  1974 was the year that the 55 mph speed limit 

was implemented. ASHRAE membership, knowing they had little control over the production of 

energy, knew that they could make a difference by way of education on how to conserve 

energy in buildings. 

The original title of Standard 90 was “Energy Conservation in New Building Design.” Revisions to 

Standard 90 came in 1980, 1989, 1999, 2001, and then every three years afterward under the 

Chapter’s “Continuous Maintenance” process.  In 1992, Standard 90.1 became Federal Law as 

part of the Energy Policy Act.  Back in 1975, however, ASHRAE knew even then the significance 

of the document they produced.  Our own Bill Collins, then sitting Society President, made a big 

push for local Chapters to hold seminars to educate members on what the Standard contained.  

Bill Frankfurt, our Chapter President at that time, followed through in organizing an all-day 

seminar on the new Standard 90-75. 

A scan of the original 1975 Society press release, a letter by Bill Frankfurt to the DRC of Region 

VIII, and the flyer announcing the seminar are attached. 

 

Dusty Stoabs, PE, CPMP, LEED AP BD+C, ASHRAE Member 
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