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Trial-Balloon CRC 

 

The 2017, Region VIII, Chapters Regional Conference (CRC), hosted by the Central Oklahoma Chapter, 

was a big success! The conference took place April 27-29, 2017 at the historic Skirvin hotel in downtown 

OKC.  All 14 ASHRAE Regions, covering the entire globe, hold CRC’s once a year, some in the Spring and 

some in the Fall.  Society didn’t always have CRC’s, however.  The history of how ASHRAE got started 

holding annual regional conferences dates back to the early 1950’s with members of the Central 

Oklahoma Chapter being instrumental in making it happen.  In fact, the very first CRC, a “trial-balloon” 

as some called it, was held at the Skirvin hotel on April 14-16, 1955.  Sixty-two years ago. 

A lot of things have changed since 1955, but amazingly, the CRC they conducted at the Skirvin back then 

is basically the same format we still use today.   In 1955, at the heart of the event was business meetings 

and technical sessions, but they also had social events, tours of local attractions, and spouses activities.  

They had two dinner events; the first included entertainment and dancing, and the second was 

headlined by a nationally known motivational speaker. 

With the 1955 event being the first CRC in Society, the invitation to attend was not sent out to just our 

Region, but was actually sent out to every Region in Society so that all Regions could learn, firsthand, 

how to conduct the event.  They ended up having attendees from approximately half of the Chapters in 

Society covering 18 States, the District of Columbia, and Canada!  The 1955 CRC had a total of 223 in 

attendance.  Attached is a scan of the actual conference program from 1955. With the recent passing of 

Harry Rountree, Gene Binning, Clint Miller, and Barton Turkington, my records show that the Central 

Oklahoma Chapter now, unfortunately, no longer has any members that joined the Society prior to the 

1955 CRC. 
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